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Quilters blanket 3-year-old

with gift of love

STEDMAN — Katelyn Crowder turns 3
next month. Last week, she got an early
present.

Katelyn's eyes were wide as she looked
at the quilt, decorated with squares
depicting Winnie the Pooh, a Care Bear
-and other characters.

Finally, Katelyn announced her
approval. “I'll put it in my room,” she
said.

The surprise isn't that Katelyn got an
early present, but that she’s around to
celebrate her birthday at all. Doctors said
she wouldn’t live past age 2.

Katelyn has type-one spinal muscular

atrophy, a genetic motor
neuron disease that causes
her muscles to waste away.

Katelyn uses a
motorized wheelchair to
| get around. Her bones are
brittle and prone to
breaking. She's on a
RODGER feeding tube up to 20 hours
MULLEN 2 day.
But sitting in her chair
playing with her dolls,
Katelyn looks like any other little girl. She
smiles and laughs often, talking excitedly

See MULLEN, Page 4B
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Katelyn Crowder, 2, who suffers from spinal muscular
atrophy, receives a qmlt Wednesday from Nancy Moore
at Katelyn’s grandmother’s house near Stedman.






